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1* Annual Report to Congregations and Supporters
Following Christ’s example, living a life of meaning and purpose

Northern Virginia Lutheran Campus Ministries is YOUR Lutheran mission presence serving George
Mason University. This ministry is possible through your prayers and financial support. Thank you!

WHAT WE'VE BEEN DOING

Together,weared oi ng God’' s Ilwealbyk, i mpacting
e Assisting those in need:

0 A student with roommate issues finds a listening ear, prayer, and community;

0 Astudent with a medical crisis receives prayer and connection to financial assistance;

0 Students wanting to do something to help the recovery efforts in Haiti put together a
series of bake sales which raisedhergver

0 A student going through an unwelcomed divorce finds support, Christian community,
and a faith that holds in tough times;

0 Students snowed in during the winter snow storms gathered to chat, worship, and play
games.

e  Worshipping together:

0 We hold an on-campus weekly Wednesday night creative student-led worship, in
partnership with United College Ministries in Northern Virginia (UCMNV). The majority
of our students cited this as » . =
their favorite activity of the !
yearr Named “ 747"
7:47pm starting time. Visit
www.GMU747.org to learn
more.

0 Avery festive Advent
Celebration was held at the
Mathy House (the home of
Mason President and Mrs.
Merten), where many of us
enjoyed lessons and carols for
our final worship of the
semester.

e Renewing our spirits and connections to God:

0 We hold a Theology Pub where we order food and drink, chat about God, life, theology,
and where they intersect;

0 Numerous students, local pastors, and our GMU campus minister composed daily
Lenten devotions that were sent to over 150 people via email, RSS, and Facebook;

0 With UCMNYV, we held a spiritual campus retreat at Camp Meadowkirk on the theme of
community—real community in a world which substitutes social networking for face-to-
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http://www.gmu747.org/

face fellowship and a real knowing of one another. We laughed, prayed, studied the
Bible, walked a labyrinth and experienced the beauty of nature.

0 A student organized a working Spring Break service trip to Baltimore serving with five
different community support organizations:t he Women’' s and Chil dren’
Christ Lutheran-Inner Harbor, Augsburg Lutheran Home, Helping Up Mission, Lutheran
World Relief, and Meals on Wheels --- while staying for free in the youth room at Christ
Lutheran —Inner Harbor. We served food to the Homeless , delivered meals to shut-ins
with Meals on Wheels, played BINGO and built puzzles with our elders, made beds and
served food at a recovery center, stuffed appreciationma i | e r s qdillomakers, WR' s
and still found time to explore the city and grow as a community.

e Serving others:

0 Coordinating Hunger & Homelessness Action Week on the George Mason Campus to
raise the social awareness of the students. We were directly involved with several of
the events, which resulted in mentions of Lutheran Campus Ministry in several articles.

Events of the week included:

A Bringing in speakers from the
National Coalition for the Homeless
to talk about their personal
experiences with homelessness;

A Hosting a screening of a

documentary with discussion led by

staff from the Arlington-Alexandria

Coalition for the Homeless;

A Helping set the tone for the 3"
annual Sleep Out on the cold
November pavement in which
students get a small glimpse of what
it is like to be living on the streets;
and

A Examining the themes of hunger and
homelessness during our weekly
worship gathering.

0 Hosting a Holiday concert and bake sale that raised $200 for toys to the Katherine K.
Hanley Family shelter;

0 Holding an “Our Daily Bread” food drive collecting over 700 Ibs of food and essentials to
be distributed locally;

0 Donating time and effort reading books to the children at the Main Street Child
Development Center;

0 Assisting with the Hypothermia Shelter at Bethlehem Lutheran; and

0 Numerous other activities.

e Creating a community of family through:

0 Game nights, including an interfaith game night with Hillel and UCMNV;

Mini-golf at Burke Lake;

Singing and laughing beside the campfire at Lord of Life;

Arts and crafts evenings;

Pumpkin carving;

0 Potlucks with students at Thanksgiving and Easter.

e Making more connections with local congregations:

0 Students baked Shrove Tuesday King Cakes and delivered them to Resurrection,
Bethlehem, Abiding Presence, Christ, St. Andrews, and Holy Trinity — Falls Church;
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0 The Director met with our new local pastors, Pastor Darcy Percy (Lord of Life) and Pastor
Meredith Lovell Keseley (Abiding Presence), to tell them about NOVALCM;
0 The Director gave presentations on the ministry at Holy Trinity — Falls Church and
Bethlehem Lutheran;
0 Students and staff shared drumming music at the youth service at Lord of Life — Fairfax
and at the main service at Lord of Life — Clifton;
0 The Board of Directors hosted a Pancake Dinner fundraising event at Christ Lutheran;
0 The Director connected with the youth leader at Emmanuel to recruit interest in helping
with our ministry in the upcoming year; and
Making more connections with people on campus, including countless students, faculty, staff, and other
organizations.

WHAT STUDENTS ARE SAYING

“Lutheran Campus Ministry is an open, supportive, caring
community that has a commitment to remaining so, and is open to
everyone - Lutheran or not!" Mason student Katie Kane.

“LCM completely changes the college experience; it could be the
difference between an okay college experience and a great one.”
Mason student Katie L. Thompson.

“Leading worship c aolearbabouta gr e
y 0 u r sMadorfstudent Sarah Smith.

“1 | ove the community service t he h
single person, it helpstoknow t here i s an *“ al

available for holiday events. me mber
“You ceaemhtg atmosphere, and | felt that right awa
Inourfallr et r eat eval uati on, Mason student Anna Jones
Being with a group of other Christian people for a weekendisalways very enjoyabl e."”

In our fall retreat evaluation, anotherMas on student wrot e, “ |l i ked bein

me to set aside ti me

the bonfire. It s rare for
|l ass wor k. ™"

worrying about life chores/wor r i es and ¢

WHERE WE’RE HEADED

Over the summer, our students made a portable canvas labyrinth which we will be setting up on campus
periodically throughout the year to provide a time and place for students, faculty, and staff to take a
break from their busy schedules to find some peace through prayerful meditation.

This fall, we will be having a multi-campus fall retreat with the Lutheran Campus Ministry groups from
the University of Maryland-College Park, the University of Delaware, Towson University, and possibly
ot her s. The t he focusingon tink for qaiet and conterapiatibn ik amatunal
setting on the beach.



Our other goals for the year include getting students more involved with planning and leading events;

providing additional opportunities for local pastors, parishioners, and youth groups to engage with the

ministry on-campus; and offeringmor e ser vi ce opportunities for stud:ée
work.

Thank you for making campus ministry a mission priority. Please continue. You are transforming lives.

Joy and peace,

Ben Buss Dr. Kathleen Wage,
Minister/ Director Northern Virginia
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Board Chair



Income sources of $26,000 contributed to NOVALCM in July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.
We are grateful for the support of our friends every step of the way and at every level.

Contributing Denominations and Churches. Thank you!

Reformer’s Society $5000 and up ; -
Encounter
Metropolitan DC Synod of the ELCA God's grack
'",,L}"L';."I.’.',.'}fc";"“
Director’s Circle $1000 to $4,999 Saihear
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Vienna, VA \C]“:'p‘"r*\
L\ S
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Fairfax, VA 3 =
Welcoming
EVERYONE into
Steward $500 to $999 the uncondlﬁon‘a'l'
King of Kings Lutheran Church, Fairfax, VA g loveofdesus!
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Spr W w.gmu.eduorg/lutheran §
Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington, DC On'Facebook: S
MU Lutherans |
Partner $250 to $499
Sponsor $100 to $249

Affiliate $99 and under
Hope Lutheran Church, Annandale, VA
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Falls Church, VA

A big thank you to all our individual donors!
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We make every effort to acknowledge each and every donor. If we omitted your name in error, we
apologize and ask that you please let us know.

In-Kind
Christ Lutheran Church, Fairfax, VA
Lord of Life Church, Fairfax, VA

Generous financi al support i s edMmigmtsi aalbitloi tGe otrog es
Donations can be made to Northern Virginia Lutheran Campus Ministry (NOVALCM) by check, mailed to

the address listed below. To donate securely by credit card, go to http://novalcm.org/support.html and

c | i ¢ k Danate” buttom (at“the bottom left-hand side of the page).

NOVALCM’ s mi ssi on i s:

Invite people in academic settings more deeply into Jesus Christ and the community that
bears his name, so that they discover and fulfill their vocation as disciples. Called to be
the Church of Jesus Christ in higher education, LCM is to be above all a worshipping
community that proclaims the gospel and celebrates the sacraments.

It is meant to give young adults on campus an opportunity to participate in the life of
the Church during an important time of their lives as they experience change, growth,
and challenge. Campus ministry has the two-fold task of caring for and nurturing those
who belong to the Church and of inviting seekers into the community of Jesus Christ.

A copy of the end of year financial statement is available upon request.

NOVALCM address:
Northern Virginia Lutheran Campus Ministry
P.O. Box 523

Fairfax, VA 22039-0523

For more information, please visit our website: http://www.novalcm.org/
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